
1

March   Monthly  

Meeting  Recap

        Jim   and   Philip   Chiao   gave   a  

fascinating   overview   of   Chinese  

workers  in  the  fish  canning  industry.  

Jim   started   with   his   and   Philip’s  

personal   history.   Born   in   Taiwan,  

they   moved   at   the   age   of   14   with  

their   families   to   Africa,   and  

attendedattended   Chinese   school   in  

Benghazi,  Libya.  Then  they  came  to  

the   U.S.   to   L.A.   for   a   better  

education   at   age   16,   went   to  

Belmont   High,   then   on   to   the  

University   of   Wasthington   for  

Seattle.  It  was  at  university  that  they  

desperatelydesperately   sought   a   summer   job,  

hoping   to   work   in   Alaska   through  

the  ILthe  ILWU  Union,  which  consisted  of  mostly  Filipinos.  

After  a  month,  they  were  dispatched  to  Alaska  for  their  

summer   job   working   in   a   cannery.   After   retiring,   Jim  

started   to   look   back   at   their   time   in   the   cannery   and  

started   researching   the   history   of   Chinese   workers   in  

canneries.  Jim  asked  Philip  to  join  him  in  his  research.

           Jim  and  Philip  gave   a  verydetailed   and   fascinating  

overview  of  Chinese  workers  in  canneries,  starting  from  

their   arrival   in   the   mid-­1800’s,   to   present   day.   They  

started   with   the   Hume   brothers,   who   pioneered   the  

business  of  fishing  and  canning  fish,  as  the  only  options  

for  fish  those  days  were  fresh  fish,  or  salted  fish.  There  

was  a  lot  of  experimentation  in  exactly  how  to  process  

thethe   fish,   make   the   cans,   and   can   the   fish.   Eventually,  

they  succeeded  in  figuring  out  a  feasible  process  to  can  

the  fish,  but  needed  workers,  which  were  hard  to  find  as  

the  canneries  were  generally  located  in  isolated  places.  

They   put   out   an   ad   for   workers   and   hired   Chinese  

workers.  With   their   success,   copy-­cats   of   the  business  

formed  that  also  hired  Chinese  workers.  As  the  cannery  

businessbusiness   boomed,   so   did   work   for   the   Chinese   who  

made  up  approximately  90%  of  the  canning  work  force.

      Nowadays,  a  can  of  fish  is  seen  as  cheap  emergency  

food,  but  the  process  of  canning  fish  in  the  1800’s  was  

quite   complicated.   The   Chiao   brothers   gave   an  
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President’s  Letter
NormallyNormally   the  April   newsletter   would   be   encouraging   our  members   to  
support  our  organization  by  attending  our  yearly  fundraising  event,  the  
Golden  Spike  Awards  Dinner.  Times  during  the  pandemic  of  COVID-­19  
are  far  from  normal.  Since  the  safety  and  well-­being  of  our  membership  
is  our  top  priority,  we  have  cancelled  the  Awards  Dinner,  as  well  as  both  
the  April  and  May  Monthly  Meetings,  and  also  our  Ching  Ming  event  at  
Evergreen  Cemetery.

CHSSC  remains  dedicated  to  our  mission.  Our  staff  is  currently  working  CHSSC  remains  dedicated  to  our  mission.  Our  staff  is  currently  working  
at  home,  so  there  will  be  a  delay  in  responses  to  phone  messages.  Our  
interns   are   working   remotely.   Our   UCLA   intern   who  works   with   our  
archives  is  working  from  campus.  Our  two  UC  Riverside  interns  who  are  
working  with  the  Chinese  Immigration  files  at  the  National  Archives  are  
learning  how  to  remotely  complete  the  spreadsheets  with  the  files  from  
Nogales.   CHSSC   has   received   an   LA   as   Subject   grant,   for   which,   in  
April,April,   a   resident   USC   archivist   will   begin   aiding   us   in  managing   our  
digital   archives.  Our   plans   to   hold   the   annual   pilgrimage   to  Yosemite  
have  been  postponed,  this  date  is  to  be  determined  and  will  be  announced  
at  another  time.

CHSSC  remains  optimistic  for   the  future.  We  are  monitoring  the  daily  
news  and  will  keep  you  posted  about  when  our  Monthly  Meetings  will  
begin  again.  Please  send  us  any  updated  email  addresses,  so  that  we  can  
include  you  on  our  mailing  list.

Stay  safe,
Susan  Dickson
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Thank you to Shirley Chu Ng, 

Sylvia So Hoo, Anita Lee, Doreen 

Nakayama, Winnie Lew, and 
Phoenix Bakery for bringing 

snacks to share at our March 
Monthly Meeting!

Thank you to Thank you to Donna Leong for her 
donation to our Visitor Center and 
a special thank you to Lily Chen 

for her generous donation!
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Photo   Day   at  
CHSSC
AA   small   group   of   dedicated  
members   gathered   at   CHSSC   on  
February   29   to   sort   through  
hundreds  of  photos  that  had  been  
donated   by   our   members.   This  
time   our   goal   was   to   organize  
them   into   categories:   meetings,  
fieldfield   trips,  dinners,  Chinese  New  
Year,   Heritage   Center,   and   Old  
Chinatown.   Each   photo   jogged  
memories   of   old   friends,   other  
times,  and  other  places.  Our  next  
step  will   be   to   take  one   category  
at   a   time   to   identify   each   photo.  
MaybeMaybe   you   can   join   us   for   our  
next  Photo  Day.
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NOTICE:   2020   YOSEMITE-­SING   PEAK  
PILGRIMAGE  POSTPONED






