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Long Way Home 
Journeys oj a Chinese Montanan 

Presentation and book signing by author Flora Wong, 
with Gloria Wong and Tom Decker 

Wednesday, February 1,20126:30 p.m. 

Caste/ar SclUJo/. 840 Yale St., Los Angeles, CA 900{ 2 
Fru parling _ enl~r via CoIlqe Sl~'_ 

The "''''''' is Of"'n ond/ru 't> 1M public_ Refreshment< ,..ill ~ urwd. 

j.; .. ". , 
FJoq.Loe •• 16·" __ 

phoOo _ .. _0.<", ]\>46 

l«F"";1y _ .. _,9].6. 
flon;, f><loft _ '"' ...... 

Amid rho 'UJT1I/)i) "fChin> in the 1930's:md 194()'s. Fl"", Wong', family lived. modest li fe in their small ,-illage of Lin ron, u,i 
This young girl kamcd to ,end ric< ond '''II"tables, sew Simple dOthes and Imp frogS and beetl"_ In tim<. she ol$/) karned to dash 
to 'he sofcty of ncarby bu$~ 0$ Japan<$< pl= Hew low ","'cr hn viUage_ 

At 18. Flora discov......J she ..... s engaged 10 be married. Flora', mother. Chen Sun 110. hod set in moIion • plan of arranged 
marriages f<>r ber ,i. daughters. lIer g""l ...... 10 return ea.ch of them 10 the safety of their home rountry. tbe United States. 

Flora began a new life in Montana. fat away from her ti ny village. II " 'os here that tbe timid girl 
grew into a wife. mother. busi .... ' ow .... and athlete. 

In Long Way 11""",. Flora Wong ret~es her family (>dy~. 'haring in'ight$. t .... gedies ond triumph,. 
tlm i, ,be $!<K)' of an authentic. ordinary pcrW<I foeing extraordinary chalknges 
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The Little Known History of 
Group Homes for Chinese Children 

The forst CHSSC mee1ing of the new yeanook ploce on January Illh. The e,'ent 
W30 highly anlitipa.led and .... II a"ended. I'rn<-nlcr lynne CI>oy Uyeda .howed 
• documcnlary about lhe Chung Mei lJ omc for Boys in EI Cerrito and the Ming 
Quoog Home f<>r Girl' in l.o< Ga"" and Oakland. 11 ..... a captivating vi<k<>. 
S. ....... I of the ocl ... I··boys.nd girl," w ..... in allenda"". and participated on . 
panel fIeld ing ~uCSli"'" from lhe audience. 

Board of Directors 

OHicers 

Eugene W. ~loy, President 
(jordon Hom. V;ee President 

Frane;ne Redada. VP for Programs 
Winifred Lew. Secretary 

Susan Dickson. "'1cmbcrship Sec. 
Oenn;s Lee. c.P.A.. Trea,urcr 

Members al Large 

Pedro Chan 
Albert Chang. :>.m 

Jenny Cho 
Henry Huang 

John Jung 
Richard Liu 
Donald Loo 
Sleven Ng 
~lci T. Ong 

William Tong 
William Vuen 

Mi ssion Slatement 

The Chinese Hislorieal Sociely 
ofSoulhern California was 
organized in November 1975. 
The purposes oflhe Society are: 
I) 10 bring logelher pwplc wilh 
a mutual inlerest in Ihe important 
history and hislorieal role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in soulhern California: 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi. 
cale kno wledge oflhis history: and 
3) 10 promole the herilage oflhe 
Chinese and Chinese American 
communily in support ofa betler 
appreciation of lhe rich. mullicultu ral 
sociely oflhe Uniled Slates. 
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Chinese Huck Finn to the Voice of Activism: Irvin Lai 

In His Own Words. 
(excerp(s from in(crviews): 

• Early life in Locke. CA 
during (he Grca( Depression 

• life in l.A.in (he 1940s 

• WWll and (he Korean War service 

The 2012 Gum Saan Journal, our yearly publication will be available in 
February. The (opic is Irvin Lai . our past presiden(. He was a prominent 
C()mmuni(y leader. church elder. civil righlS ac(ivist. and family man. 
Irvin lived during a time of change for Chinese Americans. 

The issue could easi ly be named the Life and Times of Irvin Lai . Through 
excerpts ofseveral interviews with Irvin, we learn ofhi. life in Locke. CA. 
hi s life in l.A. in the 19405. and his life in the service during WWII and (he 
Korean War. Also. prominent community members sha.., their remembrances 
of Irvin's impact on them and on historical events. The final seclion includes 
a"ides detai ling Irvin ' s leadership in the comm unity and in his chureh. 

The Gum Saan Journal is a part ufthc ,nemhcrship fee for the 2012 Silvcr. 
S<:nior. and 100 X 100 members, On the other hand, Life members must 
purchase thejoumals. The Gum Saan Journals may be purchased or picked up 
atlhe February meeting at Castelar S<:hool. We .Iso have prcvious issues of the 
Gum Sun Journal for purchase, call 323·222· 0856 for more information. 

Remembering Irvin : 

• Hon. Lucille Roybal -Allard 

- Hon. Mike Eng 

- S(ew." K woh 

- Dr. Munson Kwok 

Making a Difference: 

• Church cider 

• His(oric 1888 Chinese Shrine 
Restoration 

• Asian American Education 
Commission 

• Fighting MTA. 
Irvin ' s Last Fight for the Communi(y 
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Chinese Historical Society of Southern California 
Members and Donors (January 2012) 

Allen County Public libra!)' 
Anna lee Anderson 

Cynthia Carter 
Dr Gaing Chan 

Helen Chan 
Pedro Chan 
Lupe Chee 

Robert & Jennifer Cheng 
Thomas Chin 

lsobel & Lew Chong 
Lynne Choy Uyeda 
Philip & Sarah Choy 

Dorene Chuck 
Evelyn Cucchiarella 

Susan Dickson 
Patricia C. Dung 

Tom Eng 
Theodore H. Fell 

Howard Fong 
Mon W. Fong 

Larry Gee & Susan Sutphin 
Susan 1. Go 

William Gow 
Marilynn Ham 

Elsie Ho 
James & Susan Hong 

Soe Hoy 
Gwrge Yulin Huang 
Donald & Joane Hugh 

Elsie Inas<: 

Alvin Ing 
Frank & Catherine Jao 
William & Anita Jeung 

John & Phylli s Jung 
Ken & Diana Klein 

L)'IIn Kronzc:k 
KathT)'Tl K wok 

Dr. Clement Lai & Kelly Fong 
Collin & Susan Lai 
David & Yukie lee 

Lillian Lee 
Robert lee - Jin Hing Co. 

Ros<: Marie Lee 
Jonathan l ew 

Jane Leung Larson 
Vincent Lin 

Steven Lipshie 
Iknjamin & Irene Louie 

Wilson Luc: 
Peter Luong 

Derek Ma 
Franklin Mah 

Susan Yee Marqueen 
Valerie Matsumoto 

lsa-Kae Meksin 
Sylvia Sun Minnick 

Eugene Moy & Susan Sing 
Dr. James Ng 
Norman Nie 

Jack Ong 

Mei T. Ong 
Paul Perez 

Grace Peshkin 
Elizabeth Pomeroy 

Jennie Quan 
Laurence Quan 

LilaQuan 
lIelen Quon 

Francine Redada 
Beverly Shue 

Elisabeth Small M.D. 
E,D. Smith 

Shirley Sui Ling Tarn 
Sunrider International 

Margaret Y. Toy 
Christine Ung 

UC Berteley Ethnic Studies 
Connie Wong 

Don Wong 
Edgar Yuen Wong 

Jan Wong 
Betty & Calvin Woo 

Elaine Mae Woo 
Fleur Yano 

Bill & Margie Yee 
Cindy Vee 
Wayne Yee 

Dorma J. Young 
Gordon Y DUng 
Ruth Seid Vue 

The Chinese ffislOrical Society of Southern Colifornio 

expr= .. its deepe<1 grotiwd. 10 

Su. ie ling 
& 

Icy Smith 

for Iheir yeors of dedicoleel service 10 the wriling. eciiling 
and prodUClion oflhe annual Gum Soon Journal. 

The Chinese lIistorical Society of Southern California 

is currently seeking donations for the continuance of 

the Annual Scholarship Fund. Please contact the office 

for additional inform.ton 323_222·0856. 



The Chinese Historical Society of Southern 

California was organized In November 1975. 

The purposes of the Society ore: 

I) to bring together people with a mutual 

Inlerest In Ihe Importont history and historical 

role of Chinese ond Chinese Amerlcons In 

southern California; 

2) to pursue, p reserve ond comm unlcote 

knowledge of this history: and 

3) to promote Ihe heritage of Ihe Chinese and 

Chinese American community In supporl of 

a better oppreclatlon of the rich. mulllc uHurOI 

society ol lhe United Siaies. 

o New Membership o Renewal 
No~ __________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City ___________ _ 

Stale ___ _ lip _____ _ 

Phone 

Email 

Visa/MC Ii 

EXpO-ation Dote __________ _ 

Signature __________ _ 

0 Sitver $57. 

0 loox 100 Club S 100. 

0 Diamond , 300 

0 Student or Senior (60+) $32. 

Dona~on (tax deductible) , 
Total , 

Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

Membership 

Silver 
Monthly newsletter. 
Free Gum Soon Journal. 
Discount on field trips to hisloricol sites. 
Discount on publicatiOns and products. 
Admission to Heritage Center during 

non·public hours [ca ll in advance) 

100 x 100 Club 
All benefits of Silver membership. 
Invitation for 2 to special events. 

Diamond 
All benefits af lOO x 100 Club membership. 
2 complimentary ticke ts to Annua l Gala Dinner. 

Siudeni/ Senior {60+} 
All benefits af Silver membership. 

Chlne.e HI.torical Socie ty 
of Southern ColHornlo 
411 Sefnard Street 
LO$ Angeles. CA 90012 

Phone: J23-2"22.Q856 
Ema~: ernse @hotma'.eom 
Website: www.chssc.org 

Make chec k. poyable 10 CHSSC 

We ore a 501 [c)J 
r1OI1-prOfit organization. 
tax to: 95-3155357 

I am interested in helping with: 

0 Programs 

0 Publications 

0 Reseo<ch 

0 Publicity 

0 ftJndraising 

0 Other 
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Community Calendar _ 

W«In ..... )·, February 1,2012· (dO p.m. 
Long Way ll ome· Journ~" or . C hin_ Monlnn 
The '1CH)" of an "utbc:nti<:. <>rdirwy po1SOIl f..,ing extraordinary 
challenges. Pn:senl.ltion and book signing by FIOfII Wong. 
with Gloria Wong and Torn IJo:<kor 
Castclar Scllool 840 Yale S1.. Los Angeles. CA 90012 
Free parting - enl<1" yi. Colle~ S1. 

Sa turday. Fobruory 4. 1011_ 10:M'.m. 10 5:00 p.m. 
Sil k Mood S""ltime .. /Sunny Stevenson 
P""ific A,i. Mus<um. 46 N . l<>s R<>bles Ay .• I'asadona. 911 01 
www,pacif,c"siamus<wn."'ll 626-449-2742 

Saturda)', rebru. ry 4. 2012 2:00 p.m. _ r • .., 
S,,'Hj add Sau. _ Life ill Cbin_ hmll)' Most,.,..,nl 
Featuring .utlto< John Jung 
Kat)' G. issen Library 3301 Tomr."". Blvd .. Tornnc<:. CA 
www,'CHYaIIC""',go,' J 10 618·5959 

Monday, r e b. 6, 2(H2 _ ~:OO p.m. Dinne" 7:00 p.m. sharp 
11 0'" C h in_ Mirrors Men ect C h ln_ Cultu~ 

By Loth .. """ Falkenhausen 
The China Soci .. y ofSoutl":m California """"ing 
Golden DrtIgon Rcstauran,· 960 N, Broadway. Los Angol .. 
China Sociely members S 17. guests: S20 
RSVP to maryotrothcrll@?gmail .comor323-2S7·9693 

Saturdoy. " ebr uary 1 I , l Oll , 9:00 a.m. 
LA. Chinato,,· • • "i • .., ... k .. Bike Ride 
SLartlFinish: N, Broadway. north of Colle go S,I'tt1 

Su nda)-, rebruary 12. 2012 
L.A. C hillato,,'11 Fir ecracker SKI IOK RUII 
SK ,lIIn 8:00 a,m. 
10K ,ran 8:30 a.m. 
IK Kiddie Run 9:45 a.m. 
SLartlFini,h: N, Broad"'ay. north ofColI.~ Street 
,"",w. fi re<rackorl Ok .org 

Saturdoy, March 3, 2012 · 12:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
C h in_ American Mus<um Lan tern r .. tin l 2012 
Catch lantern fever ot!be 11th Annual Lantc:n\ Fe"i,-al. 
eelebroling .n incredible decode of Free am. culture and 
educational ""tivi,i .. ' Expoti<nce • re..,rea'ed tradi'ional 
village <treet fair featwing exci,ing .tage pcrformat>C<: •. 
a vari .. y of inten>c1i"" wortsbops sIIo"'-,,"';ng Chi ..... lraditional 
and ""Iturnlly-<!i' -ene am and craft .. and 'I'""ial .."ivi,i .. in 
_ofthi. year! Free admis<ion toallT 
Chi ..... Amc-ncan Museum 
42S N. l<>s Angel .. SIroet. U;.o An~I ... CA 9()(l12 
(The eros< .treet i. Arcadia) (21 J) 485·8567 
www,camla,"'ll 
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