
EWS.N 
Ol ES 

Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 
.\1 Bernard Street La. A rI{le le •. C A 90012 
Phone: 323-222-<J856 Em<l~: ch.se@holmo il ,com 
Web'ile: www, chuc,OIg 

DECEMBER 2012 

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 ~ 6:30 p.m. 

Caste/ar Elemenfary School 

840 Yale Street. Los Angeles. CA 90012 
Free parking - emer via College Street 

Gring your favorite dish or S5. for admission, 

children are free. 

Bring your whole family. especially the little ones 

(A .• pecial Chris/ma .• guest;s expected ro visit) 

Sing Christmas carols. 

Calch up with fellow members and friends. 

Don'\ forget 10 purchase Christmas gifts 

from OUT selection of fine publications 

and of course, renew your 

2013 CHSSC mcmbenhip. 
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The Chinese: Historical Society 
ofSootl>em California i, proud to be 

an offICial communi ty outre""h panner 
of the oo.:umtnlaty fi lm. 

Tl ' u, Wong: Bru , b. l.ok .. in 1I01l) " .... nd 
The film i. d ... nrst in«plh ponrait 

of I02_year old pi""",ring 
Chinese: American painter, 

lloll)"o'"OOd ill ustrator. kite builder and 
Di,ney \c:gtnd, T)"u, Wong. 

The film i. eurrelllly in post-production 
and the prodUC<1'S need your help to 

e<>mplet. the film and bring it to the big 
",=n! Please join this national elTon 

in tolling Tyro". inspiri ng stlll)' by 
viSiting the film', KieksL1I1<f page 

ViSit KICKST ARTER and "''''''h for "Tyros Wong"_ 
Rc"1I1'<Is for donating include a signed piece of " ... -or\; by Tyru. Wong, 

You can al$<> fi nd mocc in f""""tion about thi' rcmark.ablc prOjec. at 
www,T)'nISWongTheMovie.eom 

Follow US on Foccbook and Twitter: 
www, foccbook,conVRrush,trol<es lnHoll)"o'"OOd 

@Tyro,WongTheMovie 

Contact usat: 
TYI"II·TlteMovie@yohoo.com 

323.620.1 228 
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Mi ssion Statement 

The Chinese Ih.torical Society 
of South em Ca lifornia was 
organized in November 1975, 
The purposes of the Society are : 
1) to bring ,ogeth., pwple ,..ith 
a mutual intereSI in the imponant 
bistory and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in $(Iulhern California; 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi_ 
cate knowledge of this history; and 
3) to promote Ihe heri tage of lhe 
Chinese and Chinese American 
communi,y in suppon ofa t>euer 
apprecialion of lhe r ich. multicultural 
society of the United States. 
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The CHSSC Memorial Gate & Entry 
In honor of the """,nl los. of many prominenl Sociely members, the Chinese lli'l<>rical Sociely of Soulhern California i. accepting 
<Ionalion, I<> build a memorial gale arid enlryway allbe Sociely', beadquarle .. al 411 & 415 Bernard S'reel. A cu"om de,igned iron 
P" will be cr~,ed along wi,h ,he rel",ing of'be rn' ryway 
Donalions can be mode 1<>: CHSSC 41 I Bernard Street, Los Angel .. , CA 90012 or call for addilional informa'ion (323) 222..085-6, 

In M em oriam 

Fanny Au 

Fanny Au was born over 93 )'Carl ago in Suisun, CA <HI 

January 28, 1919. She was lhe younges! and only daughler. Al 
8)'Carl old .be '"'"as 50nl back I<> Skek Ki in C.nlon. Cbina f()1" 
$Ch<><>I . Before World War II, $be mumed '0 the Uniled S,.,,,,, 
on May 5. 1938. 

She nwried Henry Au in San FT"OJ>ci$Co on JWlC 29, 1941 and 
.. 1I1ed in Los Angeles. She lra>'eled Ihe ,,'orld wilh her family. 
Ilolb she and her busband Henry had • good heart' and 'reated 
people gencrtHl!;ly with lime and friend'hip. Fanny i, 'urvived 
by her 3 children, 7 grandchildren. and 10 greal grandchildren. 

May Lai Ocr 

May wu born on JanlUI)' lS. 1925, in l.Qng Beoch. CA. 
Married I<> Albert in 1950, They remained <!e.·Oled 10 each 
other f()1" 0'"'" 62 years, She was • loving and caring rnolh ... 
May wu faithful ChriStian and longlimc member of San 
Cabriel Presb)1erian Chureh, Su ..... i'"ed by her 2 ,i'lers. 
Helen and Ru,b , loving husbarld Albert. 5 children. Allan. 
Channing. Elaine, Irene, and Loid. II grandchildren and 
3 greal grandchildren. 

James Eugene Soo 1100 ,",'as born on ScpIember II, 1932, 
in Sanlalhrtw;o. CA. He puated from Pol)1ochnic 
High School in LA. and earned hi. B.S. from the Uni ... r_ 
,il)' of California. Sanla Ilarbara. During lhe Korean War. 
Jim .. rved in ,he U,S, Nary and was stalioned in 
San Diego. CA. 

On June 24. 1%1. Jim married Sy lvia Wong in Fresno, 
CA. They had Ill/a: childrrn : KriStin. Kun and Eric . The 
family resided in Mounl WashinglOn. iii, children and 
grandchildren (Megan. Meli .... Emma, Clai",. Jason. 
Ryan, Jayden. and Emily) will f"",>'", h .. ", happy 
memories oflbei. summer lrips 10 Oxnard and many 
family dinners, 

Jim ,",'as a dedicaled leach ... lie mired from ciemc-nlary 
acbool teaching in 1991 fmm ,he Mon,.bello Unified 
School Oi'triCT, .ft.r "' ..... ing for 35 )'Cars. II. wlI$ pr<'<_ 
enlly teaching adull edUoCalion for S I years in MUSO. 

If one werc 10 describe Jim wi,h • fcw ",Icc, won:i •. those 
words would be: genllemanly. honorable. 1!'IJS!"-'orthy. 
dependAble. pa'i"",. kind. f.i lhful. loya l. and humorow. 



The Chinese Historical Society of Southern 

California was organized In November 1975. 

The purposes of the Society ore: 

I) to bring together people with a mutual 

Inlerest In Ihe Importont history and historical 

role of Chinese ond Chinese Amerlcons In 

southern California; 

2) to pursue, p reserve ond comm unlcote 

knowledge of this history: and 

3) to promote Ihe heritage of Ihe Chinese and 

Chinese American community In supporl of 

a better oppreclatlon of the rich. mulllc uHurOI 

society ol lhe United Siaies. 

o New Membership o Renewal 
No~ __________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City ___________ _ 

Stale ___ _ lip _____ _ 

Phone 

Email 

Visa/MC Ii 

EXpO-ation Dote __________ _ 

Signature __________ _ 

0 Sitver $57. 

0 loox 100 Club S 100. 

0 Diamond , 300 

0 Student or Senior (60+) $32. 

Dona~on (tax deductible) , 
Total , 

Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

Membership 

Silver 
Monthly newsletter. 
Free Gum Soon Journal. 
Discount on field trips to hisloricol sites. 
Discount on publicatiOns and products. 
Admission to Heritage Center during 

non·public hours [ca ll in advance) 

100 x 100 Club 
All benefits of Silver membership. 
Invitation for 2 to special events. 

Diamond 
All benefits af lOO x 100 Club membership. 
2 complimentary ticke ts to Annua l Gala Dinner. 

Siudeni/ Senior {60+} 
All benefits af Silver membership. 

Chlne.e HI.torical Socie ty 
of Southern ColHornlo 
411 Sefnard Street 
LO$ Angeles. CA 90012 

Phone: J23-2"22.Q856 
Ema~: ernse @hotma'.eom 
Website: www.chssc.org 

Make chec k. poyable 10 CHSSC 

We ore a 501 [c)J 
r1OI1-prOfit organization. 
tax to: 95-3155357 

I am interested in helping with: 

0 Programs 

0 Publications 

0 Reseo<ch 

0 Publicity 

0 ftJndraising 

0 Other 
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Wilbur K. Woo 
A Leader of L.A. 's Chinese Community 

1915-2012 

Wilbur KUOIung Woo. 
my falher. passed away 
M<>nd:oy nigh' a' age 96. 
Our family i ... ad lhal 
m""h of hi' em'¥)' 0"'" 
,he pas' few w.., .. "'"25 

"",n, fighting the "rr..,,, 
of oome minor ' troke, 
:and pneumonia. But 
heyond hi, =en, wed:s 
in lhe ho,pital. Dad 
onj~ along. ri<h life 
lie was very m""h a man 
of hi' times. 

Dad ""30 born in Niu 
M"" Ling ("c.:.w". l1 .i, 
llill") •• ,mall vill"3" in 
GlLUIgdong Provi""e', 

Kaiping di"ri<1 (one oflhe main generalors of early Chine .. 
immigrants to lhe U.S.). about a \JO.minut. drive into the coon· 
try.ide from Guanl¢>ou. IJe firSt came: 10 lhe U.S. at age 5. 
,pending. few wee .. in dele11lion at Angell.land. and then 
arrivod in Los Angol .. where OW" U""le J.,., WOO had an "'P""'­
gus fonn in the suburb which i. now known as Encino. 

Dad', parents .. nl him ba<k 10 GlLUIgzhou. where he '1'<"'" 
most of hi. youth. The 00)'>' ",hool which Dad anended in 
Guang>hou.. Pui Do. was Iocat«l ""ross the street from a gi,Is' 
school. Pui Ching. ,,·Itose student body included Belh Lon • • 
preny girl from St<><kton. California. Fate (ond a.ham! in ..... ' 
in inlerschol."'ic baseboll) brought Wilbur and Beth together. 
They manied in l10ng Kong. where my older ,isters Pat and 
Jani« w.re born 

For hi, firSt two ye .... of rollege. Dad auonded Lingnan College. 
one of the "enerable inSliMion, of high.,. «lllCation in Chin. 
founded by We .. ern mi .. ionarie> A fewye .... ago, I had the 
pri.ilege of ao.:ompanying Dad .0 vi.i. the old Lingnan campus 
in Guangzhou. IIOW 1he busi .... school of Sun Yat-Sen University. 

Then Dad came ba<k to lhe U.S. '0 attend UCLA. Like many 
O1he:r f.milies during 1he war years. ou, family was di,,;&d by 
thou .. nd, of mil ... with l)ad and Grandpa Woo li"il13 in Los 
Angel .. aDd ,he bnlve women of our family. Mom. Grandma 
Woo. and my siste .. Pat and Janice living in Hong Kong and 
Guartglhou aDd eventually seeking refuge from the Japane .. 
invaders by going ba<k to Dad", home vi llage. Y .... passed 
with no conlaCt hetw .. n Dad and Mom, 

After the: end of the: war. the: family was rt_unit«l in Los Angd ... 
Like many other immigrants. Grandpa Woo and Da.d figured 
ou"hat 1he food iDdu,,'Y fept<">Cntod O(l!'<Ktunity for new"",""rs 
who could build upon • network of elbnic producers and consum_ 
ers. "" lhey ,un«l ChuJ13l;i"i Prod""e Company (named after 
the w"nime capital of China) "'hich be<ame: a """"",ful whole­
.. I. prod""e compony in the Ci.y Martet IIOUlh of do" .. "o ...... 
Los Angele., 

Dad would go to wor\: amund mOdnigh' or I 01 2 in the morning 
in order to put in a fun day ",lhe prod""e m.rk.t. Bul Ute 
market'. daily closing time arouDd 9 am meant Ihat lhere we .. all 
t~ Olher hours ofth. day who:n Dad COlIld apply hi. i""red ible 
enduranc •• work ethic_ ond "",i.1 skill. in other arenas. 

In 1962. at • lime who:n many Chi ..... A""",can, coold not get 
loans from existing bMk •• Dad ""30 invi,od to bcwme .ice presi­
den, of Calh.y B.nk. Then a liny "<>rtf""'l <>pen.i,," on Nonh 
Broad" -ay in Chin.town. Cathay Bank ,,'astbe first bank ,taned 
by Chi ...... Amerit.." :and .,..,.nu.lly be<;.m. one of the lars"" 
il'ldeponden. fin.ancial insti.ulion. in Los Angel<5 C<>wtty. 

Dad al"" disco'-ered. ulent for community leadership. Be<:a .... 
he wo, one of the few communiI)' loaders in Chinatown who wo, 
equally fluent in Engli,h .1'Id Chi ....... 1'Id was equally ""mfM_ 
able vi,iling lhe Chinalo"'n family associations or "'-alking lhe 
hall, of power in downtown LA 0< Washington. DC, Dad was • 
unique bridge bc:tw«n m.ain.lrtam A""",ca and a growing immi_ 
grant conununil)' which historic.lly had been excluded from Ihe 
main"ream 

One of Dad'. leadership rol<5 was lhe presid.ncy of the Chi ...... 
A""",can Citize .. Allia""e in the e .. ly 19600. A •• boy. I 
remember hearing hi. ,tori .. about bam,1Qrming arouDd the: 
cOWllry vi.iting CACA lodg .. in Salinas. Ponlond. Phoenix. 
Albuquerque. 11""'1011. Perhaps hi' proude" ""hievement '" 
CACA """,ident ""30 lobbying for the hi>1orie chang<5 in US 
immigration policy in 1965 wh;oh .. moved legal barrie .. limitil13 
immigration from China oDd Taiwan_ 

When I was growing uP. I u>ed '0 think that it w .. completely 
normal for • f.lher to ,ell hi, family aroul'ld the: dinner table aboo, 
hi' exciting meetings in Washington. DC. wilh Senator l1iram 
Fong or SO .... tor Ted Kennedy to discu .. '1rntegy 011 on immigra_ 
tion bill. 

Back in those da),>. Da.d aDd I would ha"e disagretments about 
the Vietn.un War. the civil rights mov.men" Republican, vorsus 
DnnoeralS. or Ihe .... Iue of "udent demon,tn.ions v ........ 
",,-or\;i"i in lhe ')'Stem." But perhap" those family dinner table 
eOllv .... 'ion. inn .... nced my later cho~ ofpubhc "",,"ic<: .. an 
honorable profession, 

Dad. lhank you. 

Michael 

Wilbur Woo is swn',wt! by Bnh. his ,q. 1>/ ,..arly 75 }WI"'; Ihru 
daughter>. Pal. Elaine and Pam; son Alike: six grandchildren: 
and .. ,,_ .. n gf"fill_grandchildnn. Ifi. doughier Janice died in 1008. 
I/e "'II.!" " pram',..n' ron"ibWlOr aM member I>/iite ChiMS. I/is­
torirol Sed",>, efScu'htm Cali/onti,,_ 
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Community Calendar _ 

WtdnHday. ~mbtr 5. 2012 6:30 55.00 
An nual C II SSC C br istma, POllu<k 
llring your favorile dish 10 shan: and ,ing Christmas carol •. 
Catch up with f<llow members .nd friends. Don', forget to 
purthasc Chri"mas gift. from our SC1CClion offine publkation. 
and of course. renew your 2013 CIISSC membershIp, 
Costelar Elementary School 1!40 Yale SI. Los Angel<$.CA \10011 
F .... p.rking - cnl« via College St .... t 
www.chsse.org "'Ww. f..,eboolt .oomlgroupsleltsse 
chs$corg. b l<>g$p(lt. rom 

ThursdlY. """.mbtr 6. lOll · 6:00pm.9 :00pm 
Annual APA Community lIolidayToy Ori.·, & RHoption 
Pic..., join APA community <><g.nization, as " .. come lOgC1hcr 
to colebrale lhe holidays and se,ve our communities Ihrough the 
gift of lOY'. llring on unwr:lppcd toy valLK<l .1 $20 or """" or 
minimum donalion of520. Food. drink ... nd entertainment at the 
",,'enl an: i""lude<! with admission. 
Japan<"$< Americ.n N.,ional Museum 
100 North Central A.'cnue 
Los Angeles. CA 1lOO12 

O .... mbtr 14, 2012 th rou~h Jonulrr 5, 1014 
Th o Arl of Conllnull)': RO"trlng our [Idus 
In cultUJ<'$ informed by Confucian valu<$, w""hip of fomily 
ance,tors has gcnerated counlless obi«" f'" UK In Presc11bed 
rilual • . The exhibition includes painlings and sculplun: from 
Eas. Asil and the: PlICiflc 1,lands. including China, K<>n:a 
and Papua New Guinea. 
Pocific Asia Museum. 
46 N. Los Robl<$ A.-rnu<. Pasadena. CA 9110 I 626-449_2742 

Th uTSdoy. """.mbtr 13. 201 2 7:00pm-S:OOpm 
Opon iin~ 1I. .... p. ion of. new porm ... nl .. hibition 
.llh~ Chin ... Amnkln Museum 
Drigi"': ~ Bi". and Ri<e of 
ChiMeK A .. erico~ C"""".nir;e. in Los Angela 
cn:ates a conl .. t for u.-.dr<tandins lIi,toric Chinatown. new China_ 
toW", and Mont<~ POll. Origill$ Online, on int<r.><tive Web . it<: 
(origilli.caml • . "'ll). facilita'es further e. plont;on and cora,i"" of 
emerginS new communilies in the San GaMiel Valley and other 
Los Angeles 1""01<$. Origill$ lTIarb the flY'S! oddition to CAM', 
permanent gallcries since the Museum os><ned in 2003. 
Chinese Ametican Museum 
425 N. Los Ansel .. Slrrrt. Los Angel<$, CA \10012 
(213) 4854128 www,camla,org 

.-ridoy. """.mbtr 2g 
r .... Fourth Fr id.)· 
Admission 10 Pacific Asi. Museum i. f .... ,o.U vi.ilors 
on the: founb Friday of <och month. 
46 N, Los Robl .. A ... nu<:. Pasaden •• CA 91101 626-449-274 2 

Save The Date 

SltUrdl)', Mal' 18. 10 I J 
Chinese lIiSlon<:al s.ncicty ofSouthc:m California 
2013 GoI""n Spike Awards 
Empress ravillion Restaurant 
9881'1 lIiU Streel. Los Angeles. CA 1lOO12 
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