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Digging in the Delta 
The historical archaeology of the Isleton Chinese American community 

Presentation by Kelly Fang 

Wednesday, April II, 2012 . 6:30 p.m. 

Cas/eiar SchOQI. 840 Yale Street. 
Los Angeles ChinalOwn. CA 90012 

Free parting • ~nl~' via Coll~ge Sire<:/. 

n, .. n .. nl i.< op<'n andfru to tire puNk. 
R,!nsh""nIJ ... ·ill "" ,,,,,wi. 

This presentation will discuss 
Kdly Fong's ""going doct{)f'8.1 ~arch 
on Ine hislorical archaeology oflne 
Chinese American community in 
[slelon. California. Isl"0n is one of 
Ihc small rural .owns in the Sacramento 
Della thaI was, in ilS heyday, home to 

many Asian Americans who won\:ed ()1l 

thc nearby fanns. canneries, and local 
Chinese businesses. From an imcrdisci ­
plinary perspecti,,<, that draw~ upon 
Asian American Studies and historical 
archaeology. this project seeks to catch 
a glimpse into e"eryday life in Isleton 
between the late ninctttnth century and 
the fir.n half ofthc twemicth ccmury by 
focusing on exc .. ·.too material culture. 
documentary research. and oral histo­
ries. Her project focuses on the historic 
Bing Kong Tong building. which was 
home to the Bing Kung Tong as well as 
the Chinese language school in Isleton. 
Thi$ presentation will examine Fung's 
~arch and sketch out future directions 
for her work and A.ian America" 
historical archaeology more bl'Qlldly_ 
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March CHSSC Presentation and Book Signing 

Cantonese Yankee 

On Man:h 7th C.'"'O .... 5~ yQ~* .......... presented by Loo ise Su Tang, C"~IOII"..e 
Y,,~Au is the namth'e ofKIO.'oog lli"3 K""3. Dr "Bing", • student sent by 
Im.,.,.;.1 China to;> Ncw England to >tudy Westorn ocicrlC<' and to<hnoiogy os pan 
of the: Chinest Educational Mission, One of 120 boys sen, ,wer bel",,,,," 1872· 
188 1. the: biography foIHl,,"'S Bing at>d hi, years in America at>d hi, subsequent 
""urn to Chin. os . mod<:m mandarin . Looi .. Su Tang, Bing', g:randdaughtor. 
"'"' close to btr grandfather during her childhood years in Shanghai. She lias 
wril1en an absorl>ing at>d romantic drama ba.<ed on family .. cri .. and her own 
research .. the Ylk Un iw,r, ity A«h i,-., and the: Connoaicut Hi.,,,,, .. 1 So<;iC1y. 

"""'" b\' o,c. l« 
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Eugene W. ~lny . President 
(jordon Hom. V;ee President 

Francine Redada. VP for Programs 
Winifred Lew, Secretary 

SUSJn Dickson. "'1cmbcrship Sec. 
OeM;s Lee. c.P,A. . rrea,urer 

Members al Large 

Pedro Chan 
Albert Chang. :>.m 

Jenny Cho 
Henry Huang 

John Jung 
Richard Liu 
Donald Loo 
Steven Ng 
~lei T. Ong 

William Tong 
W;III.m Yuen 

Mi ssion Slatement 

The Chinese Historical Society 
of South em Califomia was 
organized in November 1975, 
The purposes of the Society are: 
1) 10 bring together p«>ple with 
a mutual inlereSt in the important 
history and hi slorical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern California: 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi. 
cate knowledge of (his history: and 
3) 10 promote the hcril-Oge oflhe 
Chinese and Chinese American 
communi ty in support ofa betler 
appreciation oflhe rich. multicultural 
society of the United Slates. 
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2012 Ch'ing Ming Festival 

Saturday, April 7, 20 12 
I I :00 A M , to 1:00 p.m, 

Evergreen Cemetery 
204 N. Evergreen Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

Aller <,"mn8 rV<fi'«" C<m<I<ry pro<e«I 
"' til< far 'as'''''' <"lid of til< C<1I'I<1<ry. 

CHSSC will hosl Ch'ing Ming (Chinese Memorial Day) 
Feslival allhe hisloric Chinese Memorial Shrine al 
Evergreen Cemelery. The Shrine Slands al the center 
ofwhal was onee a 19th century Chinese cemelery. Buill 
in 1888 by the JlCQple of Los Angeles' Old Chinatown. 
the Shrine is considered the earliest e~\.ant Chinese struc­
lun: in Los Angeles. Tbough few Chinese an: still buried 
Ihere, the sile remains culturally and historically significant 
and has been designated Los Angeles Historic/Cultural 
Monument No. 486. It is owned and maintained by 
Ihe Chinese Historical Society of Southern California. 
Please join uS for this culturally rich event. 
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The Chi~ese flisrorical Sociery o/SQU/kem California expresses ackno .... ledgemem a~d gralirude roc 
Alex Wong, Mallh . ... C hu & Boy S<out T roop 329 of Monterey Park for 'ne rejini.fhinga,uipainling a/the CIISSC ,!ked. 

ROMr! VO'N! forthe many refurbishmems and ropairs made al41 I&. 415 BornarJ Slrut, 

C hlne'St II ll10rkal Society of South ern Ca lifornia 

M. mM rsand Dononl(March 20 12) 

Jeff Chan 
loon Chen 

Ginger F""g 
Mae II"", 

OonnaLwng 

DoroIhy Lew 
Win~ '" Evelyn Lew 
Marie Mal'ulMIO 

CarolNg 
Diane roo. 

~-,,"," 
Jame. Tam J,D, 

UCLNA .... """""'" _ 
Dr. Dorolhy Wong 

Jeanie Woo 

The Chinese Historical $ociC1y of Sooth em California 

is currently se<:king donations fo' the continuance of 

lhe AnnlJ.a1 Scholarship Fond . Please contact lhe office 

for additional infonnalion 323-222..(1856 
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37th Annual Golden Spike Awards Dinner 

Making A Difference - Our Community Leaders 
Saturday, May 19,201 2 - 6:00 pm 

Emprns "a" ilion Resta ura nt 
988 Nonh Hill Sireel #20 I 

Los Angcies Chinalown. CA 900[2 

_____________ Recognizing: ____________ _ 

Miranda Hoh 

Tim & Annie Siu 

Margie Lew 

Angi Ma Wong 

Samuel Luk 

Winston Wu 

Ple..., r<"",,'. _ lickets @ $88p"'1"'"",,(members). _ licket,@ $IH per pcrs<>n (non_members). OR 

I:l Gold T.blt Sponsor Sl.ooo 

I:l Sil,.., Tobit Sponsor S I.lSO I:l Vi.mond Tab l. Spo~sor $5.000 

I:l 1 " .. I !opla ... a.d in)·ou ' .... n'progn nL PI.nee.II .... . ! ( ) 

Spo.",,' N.me 

Ple..., liSt gues' IIlIm<$: 

I:l II",. " 'ill no! be ablo!o aUond. but pkasc acccpt my donalion in ,he .moun, ors 

Company 

A~d,,'S, 

""'" E-Mail 

VISA/Me AOOOUn!. 

SiglllllLIfC 

Cily 
.. ~ SI.1e Zip 

E>:pira!imt Dale 

T <>L11 Co",ribution S 
RSVP by April 19. 2012 Remi, rorm . nd . ubmi. po)"n .. n. ' 0: C It SSC 4 11 Ikrna'" Sir..". Loo Ange l ... CA 90012 
Credil Card pa)'men! ean be phono.'<l in to 323-nHI856 0< mailoo to abow add..,... 
The Chine .. ltiSlOfical s.ociety ofSoulh<m California i •• 501«)(3) """_profil otgani£alion. Tax LJ). _ 95·3155351 



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 
411 S .. m<lfd S!, .... ], Los Ang .. les, CA 90012 
Pho",,: 323-222-t1856 Emoil: chssdli holmoil.com 
W .. bsi! .. : www.chsse .o<g 

Community Calendar _ 

Thursd o)', April 5, 2012 6:00 p.m.·8:00 p.m. 
PANEl. Dl SCUSS IQ :>oi Chi~ Am<ricon Mll$CUm 
g, EI Pueblo de W. Ang<>/eJ 1I;',orico/ MOIIumen, 
Four Chinese American an:hitecl' f .. tu~ in 8'e<>ki>tg Grollnd 
ica,'C behind a Icg><y of iconic buildingS ond londmarb. Beyond 
the:ir memorabl. ",oil. ",hal inspi~ lbe persoo behind lbe ide .. 
ond design,. Join panelists Floridia Cheu"3 (Co-curatot). 
Sue Fawn Chung.I'h.D. (Professor. Hiltori ... ), Jobn Engli$h 
(Archile<;lural1!i,torian). ond Barton Cboy. AlA (Architect) 
in a discussion about the: li,"eS and hi,to<y of these .rchite<;lS. 

and the $<)Ci.!. p<>litieal and raci.1 barriCI'$ they croucd to break 
new ground' in LA. ' , uman landscape. F.atu~ an:hile<;t. 
Gin D, Woog. FAIA. will be making a .pecial appearanc • . 
To RSVP, call (213) 48s.sS67 Of email RSVP@Camla.orgwith 
the: subje<;1 heading ~Panel Discus.sion-- by Tues .• April ), 2012 

Solu"'o)', April 7, 2012 _ FrH 
C h ' ing Ming "" 11\'.1 11 :00 '.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
CIlSSC will host Ch'ing Ming Festiv.1 (Chinese Memorial Day) 
n.c Chin<Oe Memorial Shrioo stands at the center of","'t \\"2$ 

once. 19Ih century Chi .... cemetery. Built in 1888. the Shrine 
is considerN the ..... Ii .. t •• tant Chinese .,rueture in Los 
Angele$. n.c , ite i. mlturnlly and historically .ignificant .nd has 
been designated Los Ang.I .. 1!i'lorid Cultural Monumenl No, 
486, It i. o",ned .M mainlained by CHSSC. PI •• se join us fOf 
thil mlturnlly rich event 
h.rgn:en CemeI"'Y. 204 N. Evergreen A,· •.• Los Ang.les. CA 
90033 (Mkr entering E"ergrttn CemelCfY proceed to the far 
C2$tem end of the cemetery.) 

Wednndoy, April 11.2012 _ .·rH 
DllU:lng In th~ D<lta ·I'resen,atioo by K.lly Foog 
Chinese Historical Society of South,,", Ca liforni. m<:CIing 
Clst<lar El<mcntary School, multi.purpose room 
S48 W, ColI.g. Sf. Los Ang.I ... CA 90012 
ehiillC@;boImail,comphorte(323)222.0856 

Mon .• April 30. 2012 C hin. Socl~t)· m~mbc-,.. $17. g""''': $20 
n.c China Society ofSouthcm California rt\ffiinl\ 
Chinese in Nonh America Beron: Columbus· Charlo"c R<'<S 
Gold.n Dragon R"laurant. 960 N. E1rood,,'.y. LA Chinatown. 
Free "alet parld"3 " .. ilable adjacent to ,..,taurant. on the 
downtown sKI< "fthe building PI<$ ani,.., bctW<C1l 6:00 P.M 
and 6:30 P,M . Dinner \\'ill be SC'rVed at 7:00 p,m. ,harp 
RSVP to nurysrrotherO@gtllail,romOf(323)2S7·96'13 

Wednndoy, M ay 2. 2012 6: JO p.m. _ ."rH 
C h inow in North America Befor . Colum bu"· Charlonc Roes 
May Chin.se Hi,torical Soci.ty of Soul hem California meeting 
Clst<lar El<mcntary School, multi.purpose room, 
548 W, Colle~c St. Los Angeles. CA 90012 
chSSC@bolma,l,com (323) 222--0856 

Sotu"'O)', ~Ia)' 1~. 2012 6;00 p m 
37th Ann Uli C HSSC Gold .. Splk. A,,'.rd. Oln n .. 
"Making A Oiff<KOCc" Honoring our community I<adcl'$: 
Miranda. Hob. Margie~. Samuelluk. Tim &< Anni. Siu. 
A"3i Ma Wong and Winston Wu. 
EmjlTC$$ P.villioo 9S8 N. lIill Street, Los Angd ... CA 90012 
ehiillC@; hotmail,com (323) 222--0856 WI\"W,ehiillC,org 
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