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Irvin Lai .. tbeMemorial Wall .. ,,_Cemetery. Pho<obyO.C Lee

Irvin R. Lai
1927 - 2010

Community Leader,

Community Activist,
Local Hero

Irvin Lai's oomrnunity spirit was strongly influenced by his
mother, Effie Lai, who was an unpaid social worker who
helped the many women who moved to Locke, Calif. from
China navigate the social welfan:: system. Through his
mother's example,lIe witnessed the importance of helping
the community.

As an adult, Irvin became an active promoter of cul1Ul'e,
hislOfy and civil "ghlS ofChinese Americans in Los Ange­
les, as well as on the state and nalionallevel.

Irvin began his civil rights l'Clivisrn when he joined the Los
Angeles Lodge of the Chinese American Citizens Alliance
in I %0. During his yurs al this civil righlS organization,
he rose 10 become the national Grand President in 1985.
One ofhis mosl pT(lminenl plighlS while al CAeA was on
behalfof Vincent Chin who was mUl'derlld. Irvin and
CACA's Gnu>d Board convinced the fedent! government
that this murderous act was a violation of Vincent Chin's
civil rights.
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Mr. Lai was also very engaged in the local community. The China­
town Public Safety Association and the Asian American Education
Commission ofLAUSD were created through his efforts. Mr. La; and
Dr. Diana Lee prevented tile sale oflhe French Hospital (now Pacific
Alliance Medical Center) to developers. Mr. Lai also helped revitalize
the Chinese Chamber ofOlmmen;e by expanding its scope to South­
ern California and establishing an office in Chinal(lwo. As a leader in
the Chinese Historical Society of SoUlhem California, Mr. Lai
worked QI11he acquisition and fundraising for our property at 411-41 S
Bernard Street, as well as for the historic 1888 Chinese cemetery
shrine in Everg=n Cemetery in Boyle Heigtlls.

Mr. Lai is probably best known
for being responsible for saving
the Peking duck in America in
1980. He spearheaded the Chinese
community's drive to change the
law on the pl'OpCr way to handle
meat and food items. As a direct
result of Mr. Lai·s testimony at
the State Congressional hearings
in Sacramento, the committee
unanimously agr«d on a roast
duek exemption to the health
code.

Four yean ago, Irvin became the
primary voice for the Chinese
community when over 170
gravesitcs were disturbed during

an MTA Gold Line expansion project in East L.A. On March g,
2010 his yean of work culminated in the dedication ceremony of the
memorial wall at Evergreen Cemetery.

[n addition, Mr. Lai was very active at his chureh, Alhambra True
Light PTcsbyterian Church. He was on scvC11l1 chun::h commillccs,
along with being chainnan of the church Chinese school he reacti­
vated.

Lai is sUlVilfCd by a son, Lawrence; five daughters, Arlene Lowe,
Corinne Gill, Irene Jong, Kathleen Lih and Pauline Yau; a brother,
Collin;. sister, Mildred Wong; 12 grandchildren; and thru gtU-t_
grandchildren. His wife, Jessie, died in 1984.
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Mission Statement

The Chinese Historical Society
of Southern California was
organized in November 1975.
The purposes of the Society are:
I) to bring together people with
a mutual interest in the imponant
history and historical role of
Chinese and Chinese Americans
in SOuthern California;
2) to pursue. preserve and communi­
cate knowledge of this history; and
3) to promote the heritage of the
Chinese and Chinese American
community in suppon of a better
appreciation of the rich, multicultural
society of the United States.
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Leon F. Lee

1911·2010

Leon Lee, long lime owner of the Jin Hing Jewelry Store
on Bamboo Lane, passed away on June '1 at the age of99.

Mr. Lee was born in Canton, China in 1911. In 1928, he
immigrated to San Francisco. Hejoined his falher in Los
Angeles after oompletingjunior high school in 1933. At
the height afthe Greal ~ion, his father, a master
goldsmith, rented a small store at 446 ~ Los Angeles
Street across for the Piau, the fire station, and the Gamier
Building and started Jin Hing Co. They lived in a loft
above the shop. Mr. Lee and his father had no experience
with nmning a store, but Sin Hing Co. continues to uist
today. The shop moved to its CUrTeRt location on Bamboo
Lane in 1949, after the last ofOld Chinatown was torn_.
Mr. Lee buill his businesii by being friendly, honest,
dependable, and hard worl<ing, He OftC1l worked late inlO
the night to gCljcwclry orders done on time. Throughout
his long ca~, he served many generations ofChinese
Americans - from baby jewelry to wedding bands, He
relied on repeal business from satisfied customers and
word ofmouth advenising to overcome what IIad become
an isolated location on Bamboo Lane,

In 1984, four armed gunmen anemptcd to rob the store.
Two policcmC1l responded. In the shootoutthat followed,
one policeman was killed and lbe other seriously wounded.
Leon, thC1l seventy-three years old, came to the aid of the
policemen by gn.bbing a gun and shooting and killing one
of lbe gunrnC1l. The incident shocked lbe community into
improving public safety. Leon continued 10 work for twen­
ty-five years after lbe shootoul.

Mr. Lee is survived by four of his five children and five
grandchildren, His son Robert and some of lbe grandchil_
dren continue to run Jin Hing.

The Annual
Chinese Historical Society

of Southern California
Summer Picnic

Co-Hosted by the
Chinese American Citizens Alliance

•

Saturday, Augusl28, 2010

11:00 A.M.

Dim Sum Potluck

Bring your favorite

•

Shadow Park

Communily Club House
12800 Alconbury Street

Cerritos, CA 90703



Chinese Hlstorlcol Society
of Southern Collfornlo

AUGUST 2010

Saturdays, August 7th, 14th, 21 st & 28th

Chinatown Summer NighlS is almost upon us! Come to
Chinatown every Saturday night in August for food and
festivities. Activities are planned for all people of all ages
and the event is free for all.

Each evening will have a unique hand.s-on family
workshop from S-ll p.m. Workshops will range from
Chinese calligraphy 10 trying their hand at giving poetic
names for the pavilions at the Huntington Library Gardens.

Ifyou don '( fet:llike making things yourself, the Los
Angeles Craft Experiell(:e will be at the all_night parties on
August 14th and 28th in Central Plaza with a variety of
local, independent handmade busina.ses. Vendors will be
selling everything from jewelry to art to clothing.

Interact;vt: dance and exercise WOftsllops will be held in
Central Plaza from 6-7:30 p.m. Learn traditional ballroom
or just let loose at Ryan Heffington's Sweat Sundays
exercise/dance workshop on August 14th. Also, CHSSC
Administrator Fenton Eng will be hosting a kung fu
workshop on August 21st.

And if you feel like yOIl got your moves down, KCRW
DJs will stan spinning lU8 p.m. till midoight.

CHSSC is lhe community sponsor of the second night on
August 14111. Finingly, tile evening's theme is "wisdom,"
come by our table to purchase books on ChinalOwn lIistory
and learn about L.A. Chinalown's past.

Sevetal ofChinatown's restaurants will be open, along
Willi a fleet of trendy gOWlTIet food trucks. There will also
be live cooking demonslflllions by local and noI-so-local
Chinese chefs.

Paid valet service will be available for cars, along with a
free bike valet. Chinatown is accessible by the MelrO Gold
Line also.

For more details and the fu.l1 sclledule ofeacll evening, go
to ChinalownSwnmerNights.com. There is also a list of
Chinatown vendors and restaurants tllat will be offering
discounts every weekend.
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The event is opt" andj,u /0 Ihe public.
Rejreshments will be served.

Wednesday, Seplember 15, 2010 7:00 p.m.

Casu/ar Sclwol
840 Yale Strut

Los Angeles, CA 90012
FN<portioa • ...... viaColkF_

Meet Robert Chao Romero
author of

The Chinese in Mexico
1882-1940

An estimated 60.000 Chinese
entered Mexico during the
late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. consti­
tudng Mexico's second­
largest fo~ign ethnic
community at the time. The
Chinese in Mexico, 1882-1940
provides a social history of
Chinese immigration to and
Settlement in Mexico In the
context of the global Chinese
diaspora of the era.

....... , ".

Holly Rose Lee
1912 - 2010

Belo-J mother, grandmo<her, great-grandmother, partier
extraordinairc. Pre=led in death by husband Dr. Alfred
"Ed" Lee, and son, Wam:n. Survived by daughters Pris­
cilla, Virginia, Cherylene; grandchildren Chlldyene,
Melanic, Jason; great_grandchildren Brittany, Mia, Erin
and Alice. Died on June 27, 2010.

Mrs. Lee was born on Dec. 26, 1912 10 Tom T. ~ung and
Wong Bing Woo. She was named "Holly," because she
was born the day after CtlTistmas. She was Ihe youngest
girl ofeight siblings, and me last surviving Leung of her
generation. She married Dr. Altml Ed Lee on Valentine's
Day 1937. The story Dfmc Lee family is encapsulated in
me book "Sweet Bamboo."

Although she avoided the spotlight herself, she was a
00ttSIllll1 pm;ence on the sets of the productions her
cllildren were part of-always encouraging them and dili­
gently documenting every television and movie appear­
ance wilh saved scripu, photographs and film clips.

Mrs. Lee had an insatiable appetite for life. She was
always busy -- cleaning, shOJllling, knilling. And she
always wanled those close to her to have a good lime. Her
birthday parties were always grand events, hosled in
places like Las Vegas casinos and the Sanla Anita Track.
She also had the ability to cook food for large parties -- in
her eulogy by her daughler, Chetylene Lee, she said, "her
recipes never called for any smaller number" lhan 100.

Mrs. Lee requeSled that in lieu offlowers, donations be
made to Chinese Historical Society ofSoulhem California.

Ralph Fong
1923-2010

Ralph Fong passed away Fri., 7123/10.
His SIOI)', 'Ralph Fong-Alameda, the World & Berkeley'
by Edgar Wong, an intelating read, is fealured in Portraits
of Pride I, pages 123-128.
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kind ofstudy, provide a comprehensive sociological
and historical window into the lives ofChillese immi­
grantS in Mexiw during these years: the Chinese
Exclusion Act ca.se files ohhe U.S. Immigration and
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Community Calendar _

Tllursday &: Friday "ucuSI 5&6 ,,0(1106:00 pm
Asian Amerion Journalists Associ.II"a earn. Espo
Grand Ballroom (S1II Level) oflhc R......issance Hnllywood HDte)
&0 Spa in los Angeles, Oolifomia
WWW.AAJA.ORGlPROGRAMSJ201OCAREERFAIREXPOI

Suoday,AugustS, 2010 11,3Oam -1:00 P.M
Plum II'ft In 913 N. Bl'OId....y Los AnSelts CIIlulown
Learn bow you can help 111. AngellsllJld Immigration Slahon
Foundation. Eddie Woog_Executive Dirtctor of AngellslaDd
Immigration Slation Foo.mdation will present information on.
new e><hibil about the contributions ofPacific Coast Immigrants.
Special guests: Erika Lee &. JImdy Yung, co-all1honof Angel
Island: Immigrant Gateway to America.
Please RSVP a' info@aiisf.orgOfcall 41 S 262-4429

Sunday, Anguo' 8, 2010
Angel bland: Immlgraot C.,....y _National Book Tour
Authon Erib Lee and JlIdy Yung will join CAM for an intimate
talk on this landmark book thaI provides the flJ'S1 comprehensive
hil;tory (IfAngel Island Immigratioo Swioo.
Chinese American Museum
425 North Los Angeles Street Los Angeles., CA 90012
www.camla."'ll

Saturday,August 28, 20tO 11,00 A.M.
CHSSC Summtrtimt pitalt Potlutk
Bring your filvorite Dim Sum
Shadow Park, Community Club House, Cerritos, CA
ladimsum.blogspol.com

S.lurd.Y'. August 7tb, 14th, 21" ud 281b 5,00 P.M.
Chlnato..... Summtr Nigbts
Chinatown. cmncs .live willi music, good food and fun activities
for all ages.Panicipate in Chinese cullural workshops.
www.chinalOwnswnmcmighlS.comI

Friday, August 6, 2010 Opening ot E1blbll
China Modtm: Dalg.lng p..pul.rCultu .... 1916-1910,
explore \he graphic arts of 20Ih century China.
f'acif>e Asia Museum
46 N. Los Robles Ave. Pasadena. CA 91101
Tel: 626.449.2742"", 12
www.padficasiamUSt;Ul'l\.org

M..nd.y, September 13, 2010 7,00 pm r ......
C~.riolle R... _SK....I M.... of tbe A.clonl World
Fuels the controversial tkbate about whether the Cbinese arrived
in America before Columbus
Cerritos Lihrary 18025 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos 90703

Wednesday, SepttOlller 15, 2010 7,00 P.M.
Tbt Cblatst In Muko 1882-1940
Meet the .uthor Robert Chao Romero.
Castelar School, 84lJ Yale StrceI, Los Angeles, CA 90012

S\loday, Seplember 19, 2010
14TH Annual Historym.ktn A....rds Donquel
Hiltoo Universal City I Los Aogelcs Hilton { Sima Ballroom
S55 Universal Drive, Universal City, CA 91608
www.camla.org
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